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CONGRATULATIONS TRACY! 

The Chamber and its mission…The Chamber and its mission…The Chamber and its mission…The Chamber and its mission…    
Your Chamber of Business & Industry is a voluntary partnership of  business 
and professional people working together to build a healthy   economy and to 

improve the Quality of Life in our community. 

Six awards recognizing social equity were 
presented at the 16th Annual Equity     
Dinner and Awards Ceremony, sponsored 
by Clarion University Student Senate. The 
dinner and ceremony concluded Equity 
Week 2010: Voices that Transform    
Communities. 

These individuals and groups exemplified 
qualities of equity, social justice, civility, 
fairness, compassion, and equality in  
either an academic or organizational   
setting. They also made outstanding   
contributions in the areas of building a 
civil community and promoting goals and 
principles of equity, social justice, and 
equality. 

Award winners included: 

• Lift Every Voice Choir, Special Group Award; 

• Dr. Hallie Savage, Outstanding Faculty Award; 

• Madeleine Appelbaum, Outstanding Student Award; 

• Lori Sabatose, Outstanding Supporter Award; 

• Tracy Becker, Outstanding Community Award; 

• Regina Jack; Outstanding Equity Award. 
 

The masters of ceremony were Jessica DeGennaro, student relations chair, and Greg 
Goreczny, student senator. Benjamin Sturtz, Student Senate president, welcomed the 
audience. Opening remarks were made by President Karen Whitney. 

The guest speaker of the evening was Olga George, assignment desk editor for KDKA-
TV. As an assignment desk editor, George's responsibilities include filtering all stories 
coming into the newsroom and assigning them to reporters and photographers. She 
works with in-house management and producers to coordinate every aspect of KDKA's 
news coverage, from confirming breaking news to the logistics of getting crews to the 
scene and the stories on air. She produced or co-produced several documentaries for 
WQED, including the Emmy-winning "Flyboys: Western Pennsylvania's Tuskegee Air-
men." 

Clarion University is the high-achieving, nationally recognized, comprehensive univer-
sity that delivers a personal and challenging academic experience. 

L to R: Isaac Leonard, president of Lift Every Voice 
Choir, Savage, Appelbaum, Sabatose, Becker, and 

Jack 



Offsite Email Hosting  -  Don’t hassle yourself.  Let us handle your email.  No costly servers or 
software to purchase.  We offer secure email hosting.  You save time and money with a reliable 
email hosting solution.  All your emails are stored in secure, offsite storage facilities, no licensing 
fees, software updates and keep your existing email addresses!   
 
FileServer BackUp Hosting  -  Computer Support also offers affordable data backup solutions.  
With our backup subscription plans we can provide offsite storage at very affordable monthly fees 
that scale to meet increasing date requirements.   
 
Want to learn more about these features and more, give us a call at 814-226-7456.  Proud to be 
servicing the Tri-County Area for over 27 years. 

MEMBER TO MEMBER NEWS 
The Clarion Chamber of Business & Industry is anxious to hear about the success of your business.  We want to fea-
ture updates on our area businesses for members...about members!  This FREE Member Benefit is an easy way to 
keep up with other local business success and to be recognized for your own accomplishments.  Please feel free to 
send information to announce awards, promotions, personnel changes, new merchandise or other news.  Email your 
updates of 50-250 words to info@clarionpa.com by the 30th/31st of each month. 

Check this out from Computer Support 

Let Dan Smith’s Candies & Gifts take the hassle out of gift buying for you.  Whether it is for cus-
tomers, employees or even family, a box of delicious Dan Smith’s Candies is always the perfect 
gift that will not be returned.   
 
Dan Smith’s Candies & Gifts offers made-to-order Gift Baskets starting at $15.  We will customize 
your baskets with candy or gifts (or both!). 
 
Stop in today at 612 Main Street, Clarion or give us a call at 814-227-2255 and let us help 
you wrap the perfect gift! 

Dan Smith’s Candies & Gifts offers the perfect gift 

Save The Date  -  Marcellus Shale Presentation! 

The Clarion County Economic Development Corporation and the Clarion Area Chamber of    
Business and Industry will host a presentation on the Marcellus Shale Natural Gas and its        
impacts on the community on January 18, 2011 at 7 PM at the Clarion Area High School in    
Clarion, PA.   The presentation will feature speakers from the natural gas industry and the Penn-
sylvania Department of Environmental Protection followed by questions and answers.  To register 
for the event, please call (814) 226-9045 or send an e-mail to info@callclarionpa.com with your 
name and number of people attending. The event is free, however, in case of a snow emergency 
we want to be able contact attendees. The snow date for the event is January 20, 2011 at 7 pm at 
the Clarion Area High School.  



Clarion Forest VNA announced that it has been named one of the top 500 home health agencies in the 
country, according to the 2010 HomeCare Elite™.  Now in its fifth year, the HomeCare Elite identifies the 
top 25 percent of home health agencies in the United States and further highlights the top 100 and the top 
500 agencies overall.  Winners are ranked by an analysis of performance measures in quality outcomes, 
quality improvement, and financial performance. 
 
“The 2010 HomeCare Elite winners continue to demonstrate a commitment to providing their patients with 
the best possible care while performing at the highest level,” said Amanda Twiss, CEO of OCS Home-
Care.  “We congratulate Clarion Forest VNA on being one of the top home care agencies in the country.  
In addition, we salute all forward-thinking providers who are already working on measuring and improving 
their performance using OASIS-C outcomes and process measures and HH-CAHPS results.  This impor-
tant data will also be used in identifying the HomeCare Elite in the future.” 
 
Clarion Forest VNA’s Chief Executive Officer Jill Over credits the excellent staff and their commitment to 
the VNA’s mission with the company’s ability to rank as one of the HomeCare Elite.  She said, “Clarion 
Forest VNA is the only local agency that attained HomeCare Elite status this year and we are extremely 
gratified to have been named one of the top 500 agencies in the country.” 
 
“On the fifth anniversary of HomeCare Elite, DecisionHealth would like to congratulate all of the winners 
who have achieved excellent clinical and financial outcomes, especially during times of such drastic regu-
latory changes,” added Marci Heydt, executive editor of DecisionHealth’s Home Health Line. 
 
The 2010 HomeCare Elite is the only performance recognition of its kind in the home health industry.  The 
2010 HomeCare Elite is brought to the industry by OCS HomeCare, the leading provider of homecare in-
formation, and DecisionHealth, publisher of home care’s most respected independent newsletter Home 
Health Line.  The data used for this analysis were compiled from publicly available information.  The entire 
list of the 2010 HomeCare Elite agencies can be viewed by visiting the OCS HomeCare website at 
www.ocshomecare.com. 
 
About Clarion Forest VNA 
The VNA has been a pioneer in home health care in Clarion County since 1971 and in Forest County 
since 1979, continually growing to meet the community’s needs for in-home care.  The staff of approxi-
mately 85 provides skilled nursing, physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy, social work 
and personal care visits to more than 1,200 people every year.  The VNA also has a hospice program, a 
private duty homecare agency, an adult daily living center and a variety of specialized services available. 
 
About OCS HomeCare 
As the industry leader in benchmarking, reporting and analytics, OCS HomeCare empowers home health 
and hospice organizations with results-driven data intelligence, plus the largest and most accurate com-
parative database.  Homecare providers, payers, associations, government agencies, vendors, and con-
sultants all turn to OCS HomeCare to elevate decision-making, raise the bar on results, and bring home 
positive outcomes.  For more information about OCS HomeCare, please visit www.ocshomecare.com or 
call 888-325-3396. 
 
About DecisionHealth 
For more than 30 years, DecisionHealth has served as the industry’s leading source for news, analysis 
and instructional guidance with cutting-edge information sources such as Home Health Line, OASIS-C & 
Outcomes Solutions and Diagnosis Coding Pro for Home Health. Our unique blend of award-winning staff 
journalists and unmatched access to health care executives, providers, healthcare organization managers 
and their revenue-cycle staffs enables us to provide solutions, tools and guidance that’s relied on by 
nearly 100,000 home health care and specialty physician practice professionals.  For more information, 
please visit www.decisionhealth.com or call 877-602-3835. 

Clarion Forest VNA Named HomeCare Elite Top 500! 



And The Winner Is ??? 
The Chamber is currently accepting nominations for the 2010 Annual Awards.  Nominations are accepted in 

the following categories:  “Citizen of the Year”, “Business of the Year—Community Service Division”, “Business 

of the Year—Economic Development Division”, and “Education Business Partner”.  All nominations MUST be 

submitted by Friday, January 7, 2011. 

 The winner for each category is announced during the Clarion Area Chamber’s Annual Awards Dinner 

on Saturday, March 5, 2011.  The dinner and awards ceremony is held on the campus of Clarion University.   

 The following is a breakdown of each award category along with the criteria. 

 

---Citizen(s) of the Year 

Community involvement as a volunteer, employee or employer for the Clarion community during this past 

year; Individual contributions toward the continual “quality of life” and growth of Clarion County with special 

emphasis on recent accomplishments; Award is open to anyone who lives or works in Clarion County; Award is 

open to couples as well as individuals. Past “Citizen of the Year” recipients are ineligible 

 

---Business of the Year — “Community Service Division”  

The business must be a member in good standing with the Clarion Area Chamber of Business & Industry for at 

least one year prior to nomination; Community involvement (i.e. time and hours donated toward community 

projects, sponsorships, little league, etc.) and Contribution of financial resources (i.e. facilities, labor, equip-

ment, etc.)    

 

---Business of the Year   —  “Economic Development Division”  

The business must be a member in good standing with the Clarion Area Chamber of Business & Industry for at 

least one year prior to nomination; Growth or Expansion; Increased employment for Clarion County; Facility 

expansions and improvements 

 

---Education Business Partner  

The business must be a member in good standing of the Clarion Area Chamber of Business & Industry for a pe-

riod of one year prior to nomination, The nomination should consist of a narrative that explains the contribu-

tions the private sector business has made to support one or more schools in the county -- the interdependence 

of business and education. 

 

To nominate an individual and/or business that meet the listed criteria, please submit the name(s) along with 

supporting documentation of qualifications.    Nomination forms are available at the Chamber office. 

 

Please address nominations to the following: 

   Clarion Area Chamber of Business & Industry 

   Attn:  Annual Dinner Committee-- Award Nominations 

   21 N. 6th Avenue 

   Clarion, PA 16214 

Chamber Dinner Date Announced at a NEW LOCATION! 
The Clarion Area Chamber of Business & Industry Annual Awards Dinner will be held on Saturday, March 
5, 2011.  This year we will be having the dinner at a new location — Eagle Commons located at 9th & 
Wood Street in Clarion.  The committee met on December 8th with Chartwell representatives to discuss 
the new location as well as ideas for the menu.  This year’s dinner will be something you don’t want to 
miss!  Plus you will have the opportunity to check out this new facility on Clarion University Campus.  More 
information about the dinner will be mailed in January.  Enclosed is a form for the Chinese Auction & Silent 
Auction.  Please take a moment to fill it out and fax to our office (814-226-4903). Keep watching and hope 
to see you on MARCH 5!   



1986        Owens-Illinois 
 

1987 Strattan Homes 
 

1988 Pizza Hut  
 

1989 First Seneca Bank 
 

1990 Zacherl Motors - Business Development  
1990 TCI of Pennsylvania - Community Service  
 

1991 New Bethlehem Bank - Business Development  
1991 Clarion Care Center - Community Service  
 

1992 Clarion Hospital - Business Development  
1992 American  Legion Post # 66 - Business Development  
1992 Clarion Ford Mercury - Community Service  
 

1993 County Market - Business Development   
1993 Burger King - Community Service  
 

1994 Colony Homes - Business Development  
1994 Commodore Homes - Business Development  
1994  Bell Atlantic - Community Service  
 

1995 BiLo - Business Development  
1995 Clarion County Career Center - Community Service  
 

1996   Inez's Decorative Arts - Business Development  
1996   Borough of Clarion - Community Service  
1996   Rhea Lumber - Business Education Partner 
1996   MacMillan Bloedel - Industrial Development 
 

1997   Country Fair - Business Development  
1997   Wolf’s Den - Community Service  
1997   Clarion University - Community Service  
1997   Gross Motors - Business Education Partner 
1997   James Mays & Carolyn Mays-Atwell – Abby Mays Developer 
 

1998   Dan Estadt’s Sports – Business Development  
1998   Clarion Psychiatric Center - Business Development  
1998   WCCR-C93 - Community Service  
1998   Comfort Inn of Clarion - Community Service  
1998   Wal*mart - Community Service  
1998   Clarion Ford Mercury - Business Education Partner 
 

1999   Car Mate Trailers – Business Development  
1999   Keystone SMILES - Community Service  
 

2000   Microtel Inn & Suites – Business Development  
2000   C & A Trees - Community Service  
2000   Captain Loomis - Community Service  
2000   Structural Modular Inc. - Business Education Partner 
2000   Fran Palo - Lifetime Achievement Economic Developer  
2000   Robert Kaufman. - Lifetime Achievement  
 

2001  Riverhill Battery Warehouse – Business Development  
2001  Chartwells - Community Service  
 

2002  New Era Homes – Business Development  
2002  Computer Support – Community Service  
2002  Clarion Holiday Inn – Community Service  
2002  Clarion Electric Supply Co. – Business Education Partner 
 

2003  Eagle Contracting Inc. – Community Service  
2003  Wellness Health Options – Community Service  

Past Award Recipients 
2003  Colony Homes – Business Education Partner 
2003  Orville Lerch – Lifetime Achievement 
2003  Douglas L. Sharrar – Douglas L. Sharrar “Volunteer of the Year” 
 

2004  Quality Inn of Clarion – Business Development  
2004  Crooks Clothing Company – Community Service  
2004  Car Mate Trailers – Business Education Partner 
2004  WWCH-WCCR Radio – Business Education Partner 
2004  Jennifer Keth – Douglas L. Sharrar “Volunteer of the Year”  
 

2005  Clarion Development Corporation – Business Development  
2005  The Clarion House Bed & Breakfast – Community Service  
2005  Francis J. Palo, Inc. – Business Education Partner 
2005  Richard Kooman, II - Lifetime Achievement  
2005  Robin Mason – Douglas L. Sharrar “Volunteer of the Year”  
 

2006  Clarion County EDC –  Business Development  
2006  Golden Living (Clarion) – Community Service  
2006  Central Electric Cooperative, Inc. – Business Education Partner 
2006  Paula Cupples – Douglas L. Sharrar “Volunteer of the Year”  
 

2007  Seven Seas Home Leisure Center  -  Business Development 
2007  National City  -  Community Service 
2007  Kriebel Group  -  Business Education Partner 
2007  Dennis/Dawn Kidney  - Douglas L. Sharrar “Volunteer of the Year” 
 

2008  Clarion Boards, Inc. -  Business Development 
2008  Burford & Henry Real Estate Services -  Community Service 
2008  Holiday Inn -  Business Education Partner 
2008  Mindy Gatesman -  Douglas L. Sharrar “Volunteer of the Year” 
 

2009  Clarion County Community Bank -  Business Development 
2009  Charitable Deeds & Services -  Community Service 
2009  Golden Living (Shippenville) -  Business Education Partner 
2009  Victor E. Ewy - Lifetime Achievement  
2009  PA Gun Owners -  Douglas L. Sharrar “Volunteer of the Year” 

1967   Henry Troese  
1968   Leon C. Hufnagel 
1969   H.M. Schottlekorb 
1970   Dr. William Ketner 
1971   Rev. Roy C. Blair 
1972   Paul Wilshire  
1973   Richard Rupert 
1974   Mrs. Belma Hepler 
1975   Nora & Harold Stewart 
1976   Dr. Elbert R. Moses, Jr. 
1977   Phillip Gallagher 
1978   Hazel & Melvin Blish  
1979   Fran Shope 
1980   Earl F. Zerfoss 
1981   Paul A. Weaver 
1982   Dr. Dana S. Still 
1983   H. Eugene & Sue Burns 
1984   Joseph F. Schierberl 
1985   Joanne Vavrek 
1986   Don L. Stroup 
1987   Lorraine Smith 
1988   Donald & Bernadette Crooks 

1989   Ronald A. Seidle 
1990   Joe Grunenwald 
1991   Robert Bubb 
1992   George W. Wolf, Jr. 
1993   Ronald Perry 
1994   Edward L. Weidner 
1995   H. Ray Pope 
1996   Inez Ward Edwards 
1997   William McKissick 
1998   William Phero 
1999   Renee Vowinckel 
2000   Don Lewis 
2001   Don Montgomery 
2002   John Altadonna 
2003   Dr. John Johnston 
2004   Dr. Robert Luderer 
2005   Carol Lapinto 
2006   Mary Lenhart 
2007 John Morris 
2008 Eric Funk 
2009 Betty McKisson 

Past Citizen(s) of the Year 



2009 Business of the Year - Community Service Division 
Charitable Deeds & Services 
Since 2002, they have served as a community resource for people who have nowhere else to turn. 
Whether due to illness, accident, natural disaster, or simply hard times, the volunteers who make up 
this organization work to install a sense of faith, hope, and charity in the community. They raise money 
through private donations, local business donations, and fundraising events including dinners, cash do-
nations, and raffles. In turn, they supply the needy with free clothes, furniture, appliances, food, and 
other necessities such as rent, utilities, and medical costs. Members represent community action by 
serving on local community committees and teams such as Autumn Leaf Festival, Foodstock, Second 
Harvest, Human Services Council, and the Clarion County United Way Day of Caring event. 
2009 Business of the Year- Economic Development Division 
Clarion County Community Bank 
This area business has proved their philosophy of providing hometown community banking service di-
rectly to our local hometown communities. This financial institution was started by local individuals with 
the mission of providing customers with the same services that large banks offer, and still receiving the 
personal touch only a small bank can give.  It has grown since 2004 from a main office in Clarion to 
having two satellite offices in New Bethlehem and Rimersburg. This expansion has helped with the de-
velopment of business and employment in Clarion County, and has increased their own employment to 
29 people. Their board of directors is made up entirely of local business people, which shows that they 
are interested in not only their own, but the entire county’s continued growth. They attribute the contin-
ued improvement in their earnings to their conservative nature.  
2009 Business Education Partnership Award 
Golden Living Center- Shippenville 
 This is the site for both the Clarion County Career Center’s Practical Nursing Program and for Clarion 
County Career Center students working to receive their certified nursing assistant certification. This 
business trained three students for their nursing assistant certification for the 2008 school year, eight 
students for the 2009 school year, and will be training 18 students for the 2010 school year. In the last 
three years, Golden Living has employed five cooperative education Certified Nursing Assistant seniors 
from the Clarion County Career Center’s Allied Health Science Program. Additionally, this business is 
the clinical training site for Clarion University Speech Pathology students, Slippery Rock University and 
Clarion University Certified Therapeutic Recreational students, and provides job shadowing for local 
high school students interested in pursuing a career in the healthcare field. 

Welcome New Members 
The Clarion Area Chamber of Business & Industry is proud to announce our newest member. 

   
  Fort Pitt Pure Water     

                 Andrea Paulden 
  2231 Shamrock Drive 
      Sligo, PA  16255 
       (724) 831-7822 
   fortpittpurewater.com 

 

If you know of a business that may be interested in becoming a part of the Clarion Area Chamber 
of Business & Industry, please contact Tracy Becker at 814-226-9161. 

 
Remember: Shop Local, Shop Often, Shop Clarion Chamber Members First! 

Trivia on the Subject of Christmas 
•”White Christmas” starring Bing Crosby and Danny Kaye, was the first movie to be made in Vista Vision, a deep-focus process 
(1954) 
•”The Nutcracker” is the name for the ballet performed around Christmas time each year.  “The Nutcracker Suite” is the title of the 
music Tchaikovsky wrote. 
•”Wassail” comes from the Old Norse “ves heill” --to be of good health.  This evolved into the tradition of visiting neighbors on 
Christmas Eve and drinking to their health. 
•According to the National Christmas Tree Association, Americans buy 37.1 million real Christmas trees each year; 25 percent of 
them are from the nation’s 5,000 choose-and-cut farms 
•After “A Christmas Carol,” Charles Dickens wrote several other Christmas stories, one each year, but none was an successful as 
the original 
•America’s official national Christmas tree is located in King’s Canyon National Park in California.  The tree, a giant sequoia called 
the “General Grant Tree,” is over 300 feet (90 meters) high.  It was made the official Christmas tree in 1925. 
•An artificial spider and web are often included in the decorations on Ukrainian Christmas trees.  A spider found on Christmas 
morning is believed to bring good luck. 
•During the holiday buying season, Visa cards alone are used an average of 5,340 times every minute in the United States. 
•During the Christmas/Hanukkah, more than 1.76 billion candy canes will be made. 
•There are two Christmas Islands.  The Christmas Island in the Pacific Ocean was formerly called Kiritimati.  Christmas Island in 
the Indian Ocean is 52 square miles. 
•Frustrated at the lack of interest in his new toy invention, Charles Pajeau hired several midgets, dressed them in elf costumes, 
and had them play with “Tinker Toys” in a display window at a Chicago department store during the Christmas season in 1914.  
This publicity stunt made the construction toy an instant hit.  A year later, over a million sets of Tinker Toys had been sold. 
•Hallmark introduced its first Christmas cards in 1915, five years after the founding of the company. 
•In 1947, Toys for Tots started making the holidays a little happier for children by organizing its first Christmas toy drive for needy 
youngsters. 
•In an effort to solicit cash to pay for a charity Christmas dinner in 1891, a large crabpot was set down on a San Francisco street, 
becoming the first Salvation Army collection kettle. 
•More diamonds are purchased at Christmas-time (31 percent) than during any other holiday or occasion during the year. 
•Silent Night was written in 1818, by an Austrian priest Joseph Mohr.  He was told the day before Christmas that the church organ 
was broken and would not be prepared in time for Christmas Eve.  He was saddened by this and could not think of Christmas 
without music, so he wanted to write a carol that could be sung by choir to guitar music.  He sat down and wrote three stanzas.  
Later that night the people in the little Austrian Church sang “Stille Nacht” for the first time. 
•Yuletide-named towns in the United States include Santa Claus, located in Arizona and Indiana, Noel in Missouri, and Christmas 
in both Arizona and Florida. 
         Courtesy of www.corsinet.com/braincandy 



Scenes from the Christmas Parade & Party on November 22 



Sapphire Sponsor 
Clarion County Community Bank 

First United National Bank 
Holiday Inn of Clarion 
Structural Modulars, Inc. 

 

Emerald Sponsor 
Burns & Burns Associates, Inc. 

 

PEARL SPONSOR 
C93 Radio 

Clarion Family Practice Center  -  UPMC 
Community First Bank 

KFC- RAO’s Hospitality Inc. 
Marc Maslov, MD - Ear, Nose & Throat Associates of NW PA 

Northwest Savings Bank 
 

OPAL SPONSOR 
Central Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Clarion Moose Lodge #101 

DMS Printing 
McDonald’s 

 

PERIDOT SPONSOR 
Brady’s Bend Underground Storage 

 
AQUAMARINE SPONSOR 
Riverhill Battery Warehouse 

 

PLATINUM SPONSOR 
The Farmers National Bank 

 

BLUE DIAMOND SPONSOR 
PNC 

 

DIAMOND SPONSOR 
Clarion Hospital 
Clarion University 

 

Gold Sponsor 
The Commodore Corp. 

 

Silver Sponsor 
Clarion Industries  

 

Bronze Sponsor 
Pennsylvania American Water 

S & T Bank 
 

Ruby Sponsor 
American Coalition for Clean Coal Electricity 

Williams 
 

Topaz Sponsor 
Golden Living Centers (Clarion & Shippenville) 

Kriebel Wells 
Wolfs Camping Resort 

2010 SPONSORS 
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